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October 14, 2010

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
BWSC/WERO
436 Dwight Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Re:

120-Day Release Abatement Measure Status Report
University of Massachusetts
Southwest Residential Area Concourse Project
Amherst, Massachusetts
MassDEP Release Tracking Number 1-17872

To Whom It May Concern:
On behalf of the University of Massachusetts (UMass), Woodard & Curran, Inc. (W&C) has prepared
this 120-Day Release Abatement Measure (RAM) Status Report relating to the RAM being performed
at the above-mentioned site.
On June 18, 2010, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) received a
written RAM Plan. The RAM Plan concerned the Site referred to as the Southwest Residential Area on
the UMass campus in Amherst, Massachusetts, identified by MassDEP Release Tracking Number
(RTN) 1-17872 (the “Site”). The subject of this RAM Plan is the excavation and management of
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB)-impacted soils at the Site. The source of the PCBs in soils is PCB
containing caulking on adjacent structures within the work area. This work is also being conducted
under an Approval issued by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under 40 CFR
761.61.
This RAM is being conducted as part of a larger concourse revitalization project within the Southwest
Residential Area, referred to as the Southwest Concourse replacement project (see attached Figure).
Beginning in May 2010, the southwest concourse is undergoing renovations to paved and unpaved
ground surfaces within the Southwest Residential Area. The work within this approximately 5-acre site
includes, but is not limited to: removal and disposal of existing ground surface coverings (pavement,
concrete, etc.); regrading and excavating soils to support new ground surface coverings, landscaping
areas, and utilities; removal and replacement of granite staircases; removal and disposal of select
retaining walls; and restoring select ground surfaces with concrete, pavement, pavers, etc.
The objective of this RAM is to properly manage PCB-impacted soils in areas planned for soil
excavation in support of new infrastructure and subgrade components as part of the Southwest
Concourse replacement project. Following removal, post-excavation samples were collected to
determine the concentration of PCBs remaining in the sub-soils. Given that this project is regulated
both under 40 CFR 761 and the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP), the EPA’s high occupancy
area cleanup level of ≤ 1 parts per million (ppm) total PCBs was used as the remedial objective for no
further restrictions. If this level is met, then the soils represented by the characterization data will have
unrestricted use and a condition of No Significant Risk can be achieved under the MCP.

In areas not subject to excavation or for residual concentrations of PCBs following excavation
completion, EPA’s high occupancy area cleanup level of ≤ 10 ppm total PCBs will be used as the
remedial objective with further restrictions, as applicable. In these areas, the remaining soils will be
covered by a cap meeting the requirements of 40 CFR 761.61(a)(7), which would include asphalt,
concrete, or other similar material at the required thickness. The objective of the cap will be to prevent
or minimize human exposure, infiltration of water, and erosion. Under these conditions, a condition of
No Significant Risk can also be achieved under the MCP through the use of restrictions, as applicable.
This RAM Status Report has been prepared in a format established at 310 CMR 40.0445 and
summarizes the results of RAM activities conducted at the site during the reporting period from June 18
through the beginning of October 2010.
Status of Response Operations [310 CMR 40.0445(2)(a)]
As discussed in the RAM Plan, the work associated with the RAM involves the excavation and off-site
disposal of PCB-impacted soils that are being disturbed during the concourse replacement project.
PCBs were detected in soils located throughout the concourse project area.
Between June 18 and August 12, 2010, Triumvirate Environmental Inc. (TEI) performed excavation
activities of PCB-impacted soils across the project site as part of the concourse replacement project.
All PCB impacted soils were placed into lined and covered roll-off containers and segregated based on
concentrations (e.g., > 50 ppm PCBs; and > 1, < 50 ppm PCBs).
Approximately 1,000 tons of > 50 ppm PCB impacted soils (and concrete) and approximately 1,400
tons of > 1 and < 50 ppm PCB impacted soils were collected in their respective roll-off containers. As
of the date of this Status Report, the majority of the roll-off containers have been transported off-site for
disposal; however, this process is still on-going. The > 50 ppm PCB impacted materials are being
transported to EQ Wayne Disposal chemical waste landfill in Belleville, MI, as hazardous waste under
uniform hazardous waste manifests. The > 1 and < 50 ppm soils are being transported to the Waste
Management of New Hampshire – Turnkey Landfill in Rochester, NH under a Massachusetts Bill of
Lading.
Post-excavation soil samples were collected following the initial excavations and following subsequent
excavations until the cleanup levels were met. Upon meeting the cleanup objectives (stated above),
the excavation areas were subsequently backfilled with the appropriate material specified as part of the
replacement project Contract Documents.
Currently, all soil removal activities have been completed and site data is being reduced, validated, and
evaluated as part of the project and MCP reporting requirements. It is expected that this information
will be provided in the next RAM submittal.
Significant New Site Information or Data [310 CMR 40.0445(2)(b)]
No significant new site information has been obtained since the submittal of the RAM Plan. Volumes of
soil requiring removal were consistent with the anticipated volumes presented in the RAM Plan. As part
of the work, 11 separate areas are present with PCB concentrations > 1 ppm and will be managed with
restrictions (e.g., concrete cap or other use restriction).
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Details of and/or Plans for the Management of Remediation Waste, Remedial Wastewater, and/or
Remedial Additives [310 CMR 40.0445(2)(c)]
Remediation waste subject to the RAM and generated to date includes the impacted soils that were
excavated. These soils have been or are being transported for disposal via a uniform hazardous waste
manifest (for > 50 ppm PCB materials) to EQ Wayne Disposal chemical waste landfill in Belleville, MI or
via a Bill of Lading (for > 1, < 50 ppm PCB soils) to the Waste Management of New Hampshire –
Turnkey Landfill in Rochester, NH. It is expected that the waste disposal documentation will be
provided in the next RAM submittal.
Any Other Information Required by the Department in its Review and Evaluation of a Status
Report [310 CMR 40.0445(2)(d)]
This section is not applicable to this report.
LSP Opinion [310 CMR 40.0445(2)(e)]
The RAM is being conducted in conformance with the written RAM Plan. There were no site-specific
MassDEP approvals issued as part of this RAM. The electronic seal and signature of the Licensed Site
Professional is provided in Section E of the RAM Transmittal Form BWSC106, provided via electronic
transmission with this report.
If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at
jhamel@woodardcurran.com or (978) 557-8150.
Sincerely,
WOODARD & CURRAN INC.

Jeffrey A. Hamel, LSP, LEP
Senior Vice President
223505
Enclosure(s):
cc:
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MEMORANDUM
TO: MassDEP - Western Regional Office
FROM: Woodard & Curran
DATE: October 14, 2010
RE: Statement of Provisions – Section H.2.
RTN 1-17872 BWSC-106

To Whom It May Concern:
The work subject to the RAM is also being conducted under an Approval dated August 30, 2010 issued by the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under 40 CFR 761.61. Applicable provisions are
attached to this memorandum.

